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Section 1513—Availability of Funds

This section would require the funds provided in this title to be
made available for obligation by the end of the first quarter of fis-
cal year 2007.

DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AUTHORIZATIONS

PURPOSE

Division B provides military construction, family housing, and re-
lated authorities in support of the military departments during fis-
cal year 2007. As recommended by the committee, Division B would
authorize appropriations in the amount of $16,689,423,000 for con-
struction in support of the active forces, reserve components, de-
fense agencies, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization secu-
rity infrastructure fund for fiscal year 2007.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND FAMILY HOUSING
OVERVIEW

The Department of Defense (DOD) requested $6,796,940,000 for
military construction, $5,817,443,000 for base realignment and clo-
sure (BRAC) activities, and $4,084,040,000 for family housing for
fiscal year 2007. The committee recommends authorization of
$7,085,898,000 for military construction, $5,817,443,000 for BRAC
activities, and $4,055,553,000 for family housing in fiscal year
2007. In addition, the committee anticipates rescissions of
$260,471,000. Taking these rescissions into account, the commit-
tee’s recommendations are consistent with a total budget authority
level of $16,689,423,000 for military construction, BRAC, and fam-
ily housing in fiscal year 2007.

The Department’s fiscal year 2007 request for military construc-
tion, family housing, and BRAC activities was, once again, a dis-
appointing one. While the total request appears to be a significant
increase over the fiscal year 2006 level, in reality, nearly the entire
increase is the result of budget increases required for BRAC and
chemical weapons demilitarization. After removing BRAC funds
from the request, the non-BRAC request is approximately the same
as the amount contained in the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law 109-163).

The committee continues to believe that DOD budget requests for
military construction and family housing are inadequate to support
military readiness and quality of life requirements. For this reason,
the committee has once again reallocated funds within the re-
quested funding levels to provide for additional military construc-
tion projects that are necessary for military training, operations, or
to improve living or working conditions for military personnel.

A tabular summary of the authorizations provided in Division B
for fiscal year 2007 follows:
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Section 2001-Short Title

This section would cite division B of this Act as the “Joel Hefley
Military Construction Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007.

TITLE XXI—ARMY

SUMMARY

The budget request contained $2,059,762,000 for Army military
construction and $1,271,820,000 for family housing for fiscal year
2007. The committee recommends authorization of $2,135,598,000
for military construction and $1,253,448,000 for family housing for
fiscal year 2007.

ITEMS OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Explanation of Funding Adjustments

The committee has recommended reduction or elimination of
funding for several projects contained within the budget request for
Army military construction and family housing. These reductions
include:

(1) $1,644,000 from the funding amount requested for a bar-
racks complex at Fort Richardson, Alaska. This project, as re-
quested, includes funds for demolition of facilities at installa-
tions other than Fort Richardson. While the committee appre-
ciates the Department of Defense’s efforts to offset construction
with demolition during recapitalization, the committee believes
that demolition should not be included within a military con-
struction project request unless it is necessary to support con-
struction of that project.

(2) $31,000,000 for the purchase of temporary administra-
tive buildings at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. The Department of the
Army leased these facilities in January 2003 for up to five
years in order to house Army Materiel Command (AMC). How-
ever, AMC will soon be moved to Redstone Arsenal, Alabama
as a result of 2005 Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) de-
cisions. While the Department has asserted that Fort Belvoir
currently has a deficit of administrative space, the committee
is not convinced that expending $31,000,000 to purchase tem-
porary facilities which have only 20 years remaining in their
anticipated lifespan is an effective use of funds. If the Depart-
ment has a validated requirement for additional administrative
space that is not related to BRAC 2005 moves, the committee
urges the Secretary of the Army to request in future budgets
funding for construction of permanent facilities.

(3) $27,000,000 for construction of a museum support center
at Fort Belvoir, Virginia. The committee notes that the Na-
tional Museum of the Marine Corps (NMMC) is scheduled to
open in Quantico, Virginia in the fall of 2006. According to the
Navy’s Future Years Defense Program, the NMMC will also re-
quire museum support facilities. Given the close proximity of
Fort Belvoir to Quantico, the committee believes that a joint
facility to support both the NMMC and the National Museum
of the United States Army could yield significant efficiencies
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